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A PORTABLE TERMINAL DEVICE FOR MULTIMEDIA COMMUNICATIONS 
[Abstract] 
[PURPOSE] 

To control power consumption of a communications terminal dealing with 
multimedia information by changing quality of information to be transmitted. 

[CONSTRUCTION] 

A portable terminal device according to the present invention comprises: an 
input means (101, 102, 106, 107) operable to input incoming information such as 
image and voice; a communication path controller (123, 124) operable to output the 
incoming information to a communication path and operable to input information from 
the communication path; an output means (103, 104, 108, 109, 105) operable to output 
the information inputted from the communication path in a form of image or voice; a 
codec means (110), installed between the input means and the communication path 
controller and between the output means and the communication path controller, 
operable, in execution, to encode the incoming information and decode the information 
inputted from the communication path according to one of a plurality of encoding 
modes that differ in power consumption; and a controller (133) operable to control 
selection of the plurality of encoding modes. The portable terminal device according to 
the present invention can perform communications at power consumption that enable 
continuous use of the portable terminal device for a necessary time by sacrificing the 
quality of the information to be transmitted. It is possible to select appropriate power 
consumption and the quality of the information according to the circumstances. 
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